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<Abstract>
A Study on The Last Battle Written by C. S. Lewis:

From the Perspective of Fantasy and Children’s Literature
120249 Akiho Kujiraoka
Supervised by Prof. Chihiro Kato

The purpose of this thesis is to examine The Last Battle, the seventh book of “The
Chronicles of Narnia,” from the perspective of the genres of fantasy and children’s literature.
This book was written as the last book of the series and the world of Narnia goes to ruin in
this book. The Last Battle and “Narnia” have been read as fantasy or children’s literature.
In this paper I will discuss how 7The Last Battle functions as both fantasy and children’s
literature.

First, I make clear definitions of the genres “fantasy” and “children’s literature,” and
show some examples of features of fantasy and children’s literature. Secondly I consider in
which order we should read “Narnia”: the publishing order or the chronological order of the
story. And then, I examine the critique by Tolkien. Furthermore, I suggest an opinion on a
critique about cruelty and death in 7he Last Battle. Lastly, 1 try to interpret some of
features of this book in terms of fantasy and children’s literature.

Fantasy i1s defined as a story whose central point is a fantastic thing. Children’s
literature is a story written for children. Fantasy and children’s literature have common
points. One of them is that both fantasy and children’s literature can criticize a society.
Another i1s the simulated experience, which means an experience felt while reading books.
“Narnia” is set in the fantastic world and written for children. So “Narnia” can be read as
both fantasy and children’s literature.

The idea of “Narnia” was affected by Tolkien’s fantasy theory. C. S. Lewis, the writer of
“The Chronicle of Narnia,” assented to Tolkien’s fantasy theory, but Tolkien criticized
“Narnia.” However, the two writers had the same fantasy theory. Tolkien proposed fantasy
should include the sub-creation, recovery, comfort and escape. The sub-creation means
creating another world called secondary world.

In this paper I observed that the features of fantasy and children’s literature coexist in
“The Chronicles of Narnia.” Through secondary world and children’s eyes, The Last Battle
criticizes the real society and its common values. And Lewis succeeds in sub-creation at
“Narnia.” The success of sub-creation is the success of the simulated experience. It is a
condition of a good fantasy and a good children’s literature. The Last Battle has escape
because of the happy ending. I concluded that The Last Battle is good fantasy and good

children’s literature by reason of including both features.
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